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NOTICE
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Notes From the
Editor’s Cuff

By Curt Smith

Well, Here goes! This is the first edition of the YATFS Aquarist
as an e-magazine!  Those member who choose can get it e-
mailed to them in full living color, however, those who still want
the hard copy will find theirs still in black and white. All the
manufacturers and exchanges will receive the e-copy.  This not
only provides a new colorful magazine for you to read, but saves
the club much needed money as well.

That’s just one new thing for the new year. We are making a
serious membership drive as well., so if you have any bright
ideas, please tell someone on the BOD. A stable and growing
membership is crucial to a flourishing club. If you like social
activities like shop hops, fish room visits and visiting state and
the national aquariums, we need more members taking an active
part in the planning and execution of such activities. Our little
core group is stretched to the limit just filling the elected
positions and planning for the auctions and Christmas party. So,
let’s take on the challenge of doubling our current membership
numbers!

Eric Bodrock is bringing us the program in January on catfish. [
don’t know if you are aware, but Eric is considered one of the
authorities both nationally and internationally now. He is friends
with lan Fuller, and many other international names. So, you
won’t want to miss this opportunity as it promises to be a good
one. May will bring us Phil Kulkowski of Michigan with a
program on collecting. You have read some of his collecting
articles in past issues of this magazine. 1 still have to fill
February, March and April and will soon.
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By President Pam Sundin

Happy New Year everyone!

Another year, and let’s hope for a better year. The outlook doesn’t
look all that good, but I’ve seen these times in the late 70’s and the
early 80’s, right after I graduated from high school in 1977 and the
steel mills started closing down. Even though times are tough, we
can always find ways to keep busy......like our fish club. Keep in
mind the meetings are the third Friday of every month. January
16th we have a super guest speaker whom everyone is familiar
with, Eric Bodrock. Board members are currently trying to have
other guest speakers for our meetings.

I hope everyone enjoyed our Christmas party. We enjoyed a lot of
good food and the highlight was our gift auction. My husband Ron
bid in a box which contained a lump of coal. He thinks he paid $4
or $5 for it. But he said jokingly, that for the price of coal being
what it is, it was cheap! We had some real good gifts, and hardly
any gag ones. The Gumans, Chaneys and Debbie Jahoda made out
pretty well on their bid-in gifts.

In a couple of months we will be having our spring auction. It is
on March 15th at the Lordstown Admin. Bldg. Mark your
calendars!

Let’s remember, membership dues are now due. Please pay by the
end of February. Also, update me or Curt with your e-mail address
so you can be put on the color magazine e-mail list. Those without
an e-mail will receive black and white magazines.

That’s all for now, see you at the January meeting! PAM

JANAURY / FEBRUARY 2009

By Kim Rodbourn, Secretary

Hi Everyone!

I hope everyone is okay and made it through the holidays. Glad it
is over so everything will get back to normal for awhile.
Although my kids didn’t make it home, the holiday turned out OK.

Not doing much—enjoying my time off. I did need the rest
though lol!

If you missed the Christmas party, I think everyone had a good
time and we also had some different gifts this year, not as bad as
they could have been, but all were good. The food was great and
if you didn’t get enuff that is your own fault because there was
plenty to go around. Sorry some members didn’t make it—we
missed you!

Well, bye for now! I hope to see you at the next meeting.

Kim Griffith Rodbourn

JANUARY

Birthdays:
21st Bill Shreves 111
26th Richard DeOnofrio
28th Wayne Toven

Anniversaries:

None Noted in my records
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Remembering YATFS Birthdays & Anniversaries

FEBRUARY
Birthdays:
3rd Steve Nyers
8th GIO

12th Kristen DeOnofrio
13th Tom DiCola
16th Nick Rappach

Anniversaries:
11th the Schadles

YATFS AQUARIST / JAN-FEB 2009
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CURRENT STANDINGS

NAME LEVEL TOTAL POINTS
Lisa Chaney Beginning 65

Tom DiCola Beginning 90

Kerri DeOnofrio Beginning 15

Ron & Pam Sundin Beginning 05

Gary Seifert Beginning 60

Karen Guman Senior 190

Mike & Robin Kays Expert 460

Dan Guman Master 890

Don Guman Master 665

Grand Master 1195
Grand Master 595
Grand Master 590

Don Giovannone
Bill Shreves Sr.
Curt Smith

Charlie’s Pond

REPORT

There were no propagations turned in to the club this month. It
has been a slow year for the program, but if I have some time
for it this year, I will be turning in some plant propagations.
And, I hope to induce more members to participate in the
program this year as well.

Jeff and Kim are looking into buying opportunities that we, as
a club, will be able to take advantage of, and this may broaden
our ability to get our hands on some new and great products.
Plus, increase our ability, and stimulate our interest, to keep
more types of fish, and fill their needs.

Thanks to all members, who in some way, helped make this
club better this past year, and let’s hope that we all can and
will make this club of ours better and better each month.
Remember, only YOU can prevent forest fires....... and only
YOU can help us make it better here also!

See you soon............

Dan the Man

by Charles Drew (H&DAS)

September in our area has been very hot and dry. In fact, the
weather would have been far more suitable in July or August.
As you receive this October magazine, you are no doubt behind
in your yard work like I am, because it is far too warm for this
time of year. But soon some frosty morning will get you into
high gear.

The last week or so of October I strip all the leaves off of my
water lilies and place the lilies on the bottom of the pond.
Parrot’s Feather is cut back to a foot long and put down so that it
will be under the ice that forms. All the foliage on all the other
plants is cut back and all leaves, plant, and fish wastes are
removed from the bottom of the pond. The corm type bulbs of
tropical lilies are removed from their pots, stripped of their leaves
and stored in a apil of wet sand in a cool corner of the basement.
This should be done as soon as the water temperature reaches the
low fifties.

YATFS AQUARIST / JAN-FEB 2009

If you are one of those “chickens” that brings all your fish inside
for the winter, don’t wait any longer. The colder the water is
when you bring them in, the more likely you are to have a fungus
outbreak.

You can feed your fish until the water temperature reaches 50
degrees F, but only with Spring and Fall food once it goes below
65 degrees. Get those plastic pond covers that I talked about last
month ready because they should be in place by the first of
November, along with your air supply.

Keep an eye on the sky because the Great Blue Heron is more
than willing to take care of your fish for you. He has visited me
already but was foiled by the netting on the sides and
monofilament line on the top. Get those chores done and soon
you and your fish can rest for the winter.

Page 4
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BAP/SAP

Programs

By Dan Guman

REPORT

Well, did everyone survive the holidays? We hope we all did,
and that Santa forgave those of us who did something wrong
during the year. Since we didn't have a November meeting
because of the weather that night, only one spawn was turned in
since the last ,magazine, and that was turned in by Jeff and Kim
Rodbourn. It was a spawn of Trichogaster trichopterus (Gold
Gourami). So, their point total now stands at 20-0-20. So they
are off to a good start in the program.

And now for the “Breeder of the Year” award......In a slight
runaway, Brian LaNeve was the point winner, and he did have a
great year in spawning fish. Congrats to him!!! And, I hope he
has better competition this year, and I will try and defeat him this
year, and maybe you will also. For the past year, YATFS had a
total of 30 spawns turned in; with one difficult and three target
species spawned. Not too bad of a year! But I truly think this
year will be better, in terms of the amount of spawns turned in.
So we all better get busy!

We hope to see you all at the January meeting, as we have one of
the most sought after speakers from lour local area coming in for
a visit. Eric Bodrock from the Pittsburgh area fish club will be
speaking, and he is one of the best. He will be speaking on his
favorite species—Cory cats! And, believe me, he is an expert
with these fish. So come on over for a great night of fish talk.

See you there!
Dan the Man

JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2009

STANDINGS

Member Level 1-14 T&D Total
Eric Cappy & 25 00 45
Lisa Chaney o 35 30 120
Tom DiCola &l 40 00 45
Robin Jendrian * 45 00 85
Nick Rappach ~ * 30 00 35
Kim & Jeff & 05 00 05
Miranda Reel & 05 00 05
Charlie Suk H 10 00 00
Pam & Ron Sundin * 25 00 35
Karen Guman  ** 65 80 205
Kerri DeOnofrio ** 50 00 105
Brian LaNeve — ** 75 80 310
Ernest Lesher et 80 30 145
Steve Machel g 70 00 120
Tom Oday oK 60 60 335
Curt Smith W 70 00 800
Don Guman S 145 00 225
Dan Guman I 160 80 335
Bill Shreves Sr **** 175 60 680
Phil Higby *EkEE 200 120 475
Bill Shreves III  ***** 200 90 570
David Ayres kEEEE 200 110 910
Berletchicks FkkEEE D00 180 1160
Gio FEEkEEE D00 260 3810
M&R Kays FkkEEE D00 220 980
Kirkseys *rEEEE 200 280 820
W. Mitcheltree  ****** 200 210 940
L & M Renn *rEEEE 200 180 625
Gary Seifert *EFEEE 200 180 1330
KEY
Beginner e
Breeder T
Intermediate R
Advanced IS
Master IS

Grand Master RIS

Page 5 YATFS AQUARIST / JAN-FEB 2009
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By Kim Rodbourne

X

Monthly Message
OUR MANUFACTURING
Hi! All went well through another raffle.
SPONSORS I did a Chinese raffle at the Christmas party and would like to
: : thank all who helped me out, and all the members who brought
Sileas.e K';ep;{rhemAm Mind vﬁle'(ll fish in for it. THANK YOU ALLIIIIIIIIII )
Opping for Your Aquarium Needs And, all who donated things for it. I think it was a very nice

raffle.

Nothing new to report, but I'm trying to get some new companies
to donate, but it is tuff. I think the economy has a little to do
with it, but not giving up!

So long for now and I'll see you at the next meeting.

Kim Griffith Rodbourn
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Two Little Fishies

MarsFishCare
North America

Aquarium Foods

"'lil'((tf‘i Q‘?ﬂ FOSTERuSMITH
e —

HIKARI SALES USA,INC.
(800)621-5619

email us at: fish@hikariusa.com
visit us at: www.hikariusa.com

EYIHON

PRODUCTS, INC

PONDCARE

Tetra(®)

@MAHI“EIAND

FOR THE UIFE OF YOUR FISH

JL“" SSOIRGANIES 1

guarium .
%vSlems Aguarlum Pharmaceuticals

RENA

\ Aquarist since 1957
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LOOKIN’ DOWN THE

ROAD

Schedule for Future Events

JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2009

January 10th
January 16th
February 7th
February 20th
February 22nd
March 1st
March

March 14th
March 15th
March 20th
April

April 18th

YATFS BOD Meeting at Jahodas
YATFS Regular Meeting

YATFS BOD Meeting at Curt’s

YATFS Regular Meeting

S.C.A.L.EE.S. Auction at Perry Grange Hall
GAAS Auction in Tallmadge

YATFS BOD Meeting

SWAM Spring Auction, Plainwell, MI
YATFS Spring Auction

YATFS Regular Meeting

YATFS BOD Meeting

YATFS Regular Meeting

April 19th
April 23-26
May 21-25
October 18th

November 1st

November 20-22nd

December 18th

GADDING ABOUT

1st Tuesday

1st Thursday

1st Friday

2nd Wednesday

2nd Friday

2nd Sunday

Other Club’s Meeting Dates

Cleveland Aquarium Society
Metro Zoo Education Bldg 7:30 PM
www.clevelandaquariumsociety.org

Greater Akron Aquarium Society
Mogodore

Ohio Cichlid Association.
Tri City Senior Ctr / Bagley & 171
Www.ohiocichlid.com 8§ PM

Erie Aquarium Society
West Ridge Fire Station 7PM

Medina County Aquarium Soc.
Church

S.C.A.L.E.S. 5PM
Perry Grange, Massilon
Www.scales.com

3rd Thursday

3rd Frida‘y
4th Friday
Last Friday
Last Saturday

Varies

GPASI Sprig Auction

ALA Convention in Indianapolis
AKA convention in Portland
YATFEFS Fall Auction

GAAS Fall Auction in Tallmadge
OCA Cichlid Extravaganza
YATFS Christmas party

Cleveland Saltwater Enthusiasts

Lorain County Aquarium Soc.
College Hts. Baptist Church SPM

Great Lakes Cichlid Society
Master’s Church SPM

Greater Pittsburgh Aq. Soc.
Phipps Garden Ctr 7:15

Pittsburgh Marine Aq. Soc.
WWW.pmas.org

Northern Ohio Killifish Assn.
killifishl @juno.com

Page 7 YATFS AQUARIST / JAN-FEB 2009
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NEW BRAZILIAN ANNUAL BEAUTIES

By Curt Smith

Within the last couple of years Wilson J.E.M. Costa has been
busy describing a bunch of new South American Kkillies,
particularly from Brazil. And, these new species consist of some
of the most beautiful annuals from that part of the world.

The first three species we will look at are related in some way as
Costa places them in the same sub-genera. They are one species
that has been around for a short while (S. parallelus) and two
brand spanking new ones (S. nigromaculatus and S.
cholopteryx). When you look at the picture, remember all three
are similar, in fact, some of Andre Carletto’s Sao Paulo buddies
think at least two of them may be the same fish.

To my mind, Parallelus is the nicest, but I sure would like to own
all three! I was fortunate enough to obtain a pair of this species
at the recent AKA convention in Syracuse. They were shown by
Frans Vermeulen of Aruba, who was the featured speaker at this
convention. Hopefully I can get them to spawn for me.

parallelus reticulatus

The second species is Simpsonichthys nigromaculatus, which is
distinguished by the black slashes at the rear of the dorsal fin. It
also shows a bit more yellow than Parallelus.

The third of this group is Cholopteryx of which I have only seen
pictures and in the pictures it appears to be of a darker color .

santanae delucai

Simpsonichthys delucai has been in this country for three years
or so, but is still not found widely. This is a fish I currently have
spawning. I was told that is resembles S. alternatus, which has
disappeared from this country, and maybe Europe too.
However, I find delucai to be the much more colorful of the two
species. It has proven fairly easy to keep and spawn.

Another species I obtained around the same time as delucai is the
similar species to S. boitonei. However the similarity ends with
appearance as S. santanae is much more prolific and much easier
to spawn. As you might surmise, the fish comes from Ribeira
Santana in Brazil. All the above species are part of the same sub
-genus that also includes S. zonatus

Another more recently described
¥ species is S. virgilatus. 1 have only
seen this picture of this species,
. although it is currently advertised on
G ol Aqua-Bid.

YATFS AQUARIST / JAN-FEB 2009

A species that has been around for perhaps five years, but which
impresses me so much that I just have to share it’s picture is the
gorgeous beauty found and named for Andre Carletto. I must
confess I have not been very successful with this fish, but I hope
to keep trying. Incidentally, this photo was taken by Rosario
LaCorte, the super aquarist from New Jersey.

Rosario L

FRALEON

Carlettoi flavicaudatus

A very few of you may remember when I had and distributed a
fish called S. flavicaudatus. We now know that this was the
wrong name for that fish—it should have been S. flagellatus.
The true S. flavicaudatus has been found in the past two years
and is pictured above. The two species are very similar. The
above photo is from Francisco Falcon of Brazil

Another fish that is not very new ( maybe 5 or 6 years) had it’s
habitat destroyed very shortly after its discovery by a rice
plantation. A building was erected on the site of its pool.
However, being that rice is grown in a watery habitat, I have
hope that S. marginatus may eventually be found again, perhaps
in the paddies. It is maintained in the hobby today

There are a few others that I do
not have current pictures of that
are well worth discussing.

<4—— marginatus

The first one that pops to mind is Simpsonicithys gibberatus,
which is being kept in Europe, and perhaps even here now.

S. punctulatus is an overall reddish fish that is attractive and is
being kept by European aquatists, and may soon appear here as
well. It is similar in body shape to S. boitonei. Pictures can be
found on the internet.

S. filamentosus is an annual shaped basically like S. antenori or
S. Flavicaudatus, with the exception that it has very long fin
extension on both dorsal and anal rays, as the name might imply.

Even as I write this article I am reminded on the Yahoo
Cynolebias website that Costa has described another new
Simpsonichthys along with two new Rivulus species. And, I
would suspect that this is just the beginning of numerous new
species being discovered and described within the next few years
It should be a very exciting, confusing, and perhaps frustrating
period of time for those who breed and raise South American
annuals.
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Melanotaenia boesemani
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The Perfect Fish?

By Charlie Grimes
Reprinted from “All Cichlids” / Michigan Cichlid Association
Originally from “Best of RSG” / Rainbowfish Study Group

The answer to the question is “of course not”. There is no such
thing as the perfect fish. But M. boesemani comes closer than
any other fish I can think of.

While there may be questions about the quality of my experience,
the quantity is way above average. [ have maintained fish for
twenty-five years, had over a hundred tanks most of the time, and
have always maintained a wide variety of fish.

I don’t think I even have a favorite type of fish. Ilove ‘emall. 1
belong to the American Cichlid Association, the American
Killifish Association, American Livebearer Association, and, of
course, this organization. Iam also active in a local fish club and
probably would join a viable tetra or barb group if one started up;
as I said, I love ‘em all and try to keep all kinds of fish. As you
can imagine, I do have some I like more than others; I may even
prefer killies as a group of fish, with West African mop spawners
as my favorite subgroup.

I do have, however, an easy favorite fish. Number one on my list
hands down: Melanotaenia boesemani. I hadn’t given this a lot
of thought until I realized I have kept this fish for what seems like
at least ten years, the same fish—same strain, from my originals.

As 1 keep no
records and abhor
even the thought of
a card file or
genealogy records,
I have only a rather
conveniently
selective memory
to rely on.

I remember the
first of the new
wave of Australian
Rainbowfishes hit and I purchased six fry of M. axelrodi and six
fry of M. sp. Goyder River. The Goyder River were blah from
the start—I gave both the adults and fry away—good riddance!
The M. axelrodi were fantastic. 1 loved ‘em.  Apparently I
didn’t take good enough care of them as I lost them and haven’t
been able to replace them as of this writing. I do feel M. axelrodi
is an extremely desirable fish but not number one by a long shot.
The next rainbow I received was M. bosesemani . I got four-inch
long fish as two pairs for $25 each as F1 animals.

To some extent “I got screwed” in the deal, but it turned out to be
the best “bad deal” I’ve made. The fish were sold as breeding
pairs. They were, of course, largish fry—turned out to be one
male and three females; this was, in my opinion, pure luck and in
my favor for a change.

This was my first experience with what is called the “New York
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Yardstick”. This is the insider term for fish the New York
wholesalers sell as “big” over the phone and that turn out small in
reality. Generally it is accepted that they enhance the size of the
fish by 50 to 100%.

As first I was broken of heart, spirit and wallet. I was ripped off
for $100 for four gray and puny fish. As the next couple months
came and went, one fish started to become more and more
attractive and I began to feel like I had only been half ripped off.
About the time the one fish, now an obvious male, but only half
grown, started to look pretty good, I began to realize how much I
liked this fish. These fish, only half-grown, were producing
fry—not eggs, but fry! 1realized I had about fifty fry in the tank
and went nuts. [ felt I was sitting on a goldmine.

When common sense finally returned, I netted the adults into
another tank and began to pour the brine shrimp into the fry.
Daily, more fry appeared and I felt things were going my way
until I realized I had fry in the adult tank and the older fry
weren’t much bigger than they were two weeks prior.

Ten years ago, I discovered what is now common knowledge:
rainbow fry grow slow—slow— slow. There is, however, an
upside to this discouraging fact, Rainbowfish also live a long
time. A five or six year old M. bosesmani male is definitely an
older fish, but not senile in any way. In fact the older they get,
the better they are. This is not intended as an across-the-board
statement as not all mature rainbowfish improve with age.
Some, in fact, look sorta deformed as their body seems to
outgrow their head. As I am writing a specific, rather than a
general article, you can apply my statements to M. boesemani
and not to rainbowfish in general.

As a matter of fact, the only difference in a good looking M.
boesemani and a great looking M boesemani is time. And,
along the same vein, the only difference between a great M.
boesemani and a spectacular M. boesemani is even more time.
One word of warning should prevail in any advice about M.
boesemani—patience. If you aren’t patient, try some other fish.
Patience is, however, richly rewarded.

Many rainbowfish fry are difficult to raise as they are, initially,
very small. Feeding between free swimming and big enough to
eat newly hatched brine shrimp is difficult to impossible. M.
boesemani are no different, the fry are so small they will, in a
hatching container, drive you to distraction. The difference
between M. boesemani and all other rainbows I have knowledge
of is not so much the fry, but the adults. M. boesemani adults do
not eat their fry as a first order of business for the day.

One extra word of caution: There are M. boesemani and there are
M. boesemani. Apparently there is some hybridization in M.
boesemani. If you can’t be assured of your source, be careful, as
rainbows do cross breed with, by and large, pretty dismal results.

As an interesting piece of information, I was able to question
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Heiko Blehre about the Red boesemani versus the Yellow
boesemani. Heiko is, as you may know, responsible for many of
the exotic rainbows being introduced to the hobby. I think he has
about as much habitat time as anyone with the possible exception
of Gerald Allen. Anyway, I was confused over the yellow versus
the red boesemani, T have seen both forms and both look like pure
boesemani, not hybrids.

I was able to discuss this with Heiko during a spare moment at the
International Cichlid Conference II in Orlando, Florida over Labor
Day weekend. My knowledge of who “discovered” this fish and
who “exported” that fish is pretty limited. Additionally, that is
the sort of detail I tend to sort out and discard from my restricted
memory bank. Iam of the opinion that Heiko was involved, in a
major way, in getting M. boesemani into the hobby. He also
knows a lot about rainbowfishes. Anyway, to make a long story
short, Heiko said the yellow form comes from the lake proper and
the red form from the river connected to the lake. He has been
there and said that both color forms occur in the wild. One can
only assume they do not mingle in nature, but it is quite probable
hybridization, if it occurs, is quite limited. While not an expert on
rainbowfishes and, by the way, being willing to let Gary Lange
wear that mantle of responsibility for the foreseeable future, I feel
a concerted effort to maintain the two color forms as distinct and
separate forms should be made. If it were me, I would not accept
a fish from an unknown source.

While on that subject, I was at a large Florida fish farm, EkkWill
Waterlife Resources, and was shown some fantastic M parkinsoni.
The breeder told me they had previously disposed of their entire
stock and started over with fish they obtained from our own Gary
Lange. They intended to work with only the best stock selected
for their breeders. 1 saw a similar thing with their Madagascar
rainbows. They are selected for form and color based on
photographs of wild fish.  Both the M. parkinsoni and the
Bedotia geayi (Madagascar Rainbow) were spectacular.

But I digress.........back to M. boesemani, perhaps my favorite
fish of all the fishes I have ever maintained. If M. boesemani has
a flaw in its claim to the title of a perfect fish, it is their appearance
in an outdoor pool. They look pretty good in a pond; they do
occasionally flash the red color. M. boesemani will reproduce
like crazy and are as healthy as any other fish in a pond in
Indianapolis. Unfortunately, the pretty good is, perhaps on the
generous side for color. Decent Koi beat them hollow, but are big
and cumbersome tankers that destroy a planted pond. My
experience, so far, is that rosy barbs and Pseudotropheus zebra
are the most satisfactory from an aesthetic point of view. To fit
my category to compete for “Perfect Fish”, the fish has to be
pretty, make a bold statement, be moderately peaceful, not tear up
a planted tank, and be reproducible by a moderately competent
aquarist. ~ Such beauties as the neon and cardinal tetra are
eliminated because of the difficulty of their reproduction in
captivity. Angelfish and rosy barbs are easily reproduced with a
little attention to details.  Basically, both angelfish and long-
finned rosy barbs are class acts. One good angelfish, by itself, is a
very impressive fish, but they are rotten, however, in ponds. A
half dozen or more long-finned rosy barbs can be fantastic in a
tank, and two dozen in a pond are really a beautiful sight when
they herd and flash in the sun.

M. boesemani, in a pair or bigger group in a 20-gallon long tank
or larger is a pretty good looking sight and, as they get older and

bigger, they get better and better. The main reason I elevate M.
boesemani to the top of my all-time list is their ease of
reproduction. A couple floating killie mops or floating plants
and in about three weeks you have a swarm of fry in the tank. In
my experience, it works each and every time. This is the only
fish I can “guarantee” good results with every time.

As for my culturing details, I, as far as most rainbows are
concerned, have extremely hard well water which is perfect out
of the tap. I use a 20-gallon long tank as my low-end
recommendation, though In have raised a gob of fryina 10. Ido
feel the adults are more comfortable in a bigger tank.

I mainly feed the adults Aquarian Carnivore flake food with
supplements of various live foods. When the fry appear they can
do well with whatever they can get in the tank, but better results
are realized with a dry flake food like Aquarian fry food. Ihave
used APR but can’t say it is markedly superior to dry powdered
food. This may be because rainbow fry tend to feed at the
surface. After a couple weeks newly hatched is the way to go. [
do think that younger fry will pick at live baby brine but can’t eat
the entire animal. Growth is, of course, very slow, and I
consider this to be the only legitimate negative about M.
boesemani. Naturally a regular regimen of water changes is
important. A really decent male will be at least one year or
older. But once he gets there, he will be a dandy for our or five
years.

I have successfully mixed big males with an African cichlid
community tank. The boesemani bothers no other fish and the
African cichlids either ignore M. boesemani or can’t catch it.
Another “trick” T use is to grow out M. boesemani fry along with
similar sized Julidochromis fry or, more preferably,
Telmatochromis bifrenatus fry. These Tanganyikan fry grow
about as fast as boesemani do. The cichlids stay in the bottom
three inches of the tank while the rainbows occupy the top half.
Works well for me!

If T had to pick my favorite six fishes, I might have some flux in
numbers two to six, but M. boesemani will always be number
one. The only word of caution I can give you is to be careful
where you get your stock. If you buy on potluck basis, you
might get really good fish or some really crappy stuff. This
applies to all fish in general and M. boesemani in particular.
Buy good stock that isn’t expensive and be patient. You are in
for years of enjoyment.

Ed Note: I chose this article from my friend Charlie to show you
that although he can be very humorous, he is a serious and
competent breeder. In fact, I once saw a ranking of the top five
breeders in FAAS and Charlie was included, along with our own
GIO. He attained Grand Master Breeder status with the since
folded Indianapolis Aquarium Society and is well on his way to
achieving it again with the Circle City Society of the same city.
I thoroughly enjoy chatting with Charlie and have learned to be a
better fish keeper from those informative sessions.
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EXPERIENCE WITH WHIPTAIL CATFISH

Genus Rineloricaria

By Ian Fuller
Reprinted from “Aquatica” / Brooklyn Aquarium Society

The term “Whiptail Catfish” points us to a group of fishes that are
very unique in their physical makeup. There are many genera that
fall into the category commonly referred to as “Whiptails”. My
experience with them has been limited to members of the genus
Rineloricaria.  There are around forty known species of this
genus, all of which have distinctive long, thin, tapering twig-like
body shapes that are covered over their entire length by hard
interlocking plates known as scutes. Another striking feature of
these fishes is their external mouthparts are formed into suction-
like pads, some being more pronounced than others, and may have
lace-like filaments on their trailing edges. The most difficult
aspect with these fishes is their identification.; many species have
very similar body and fin markings.

When it comes to housing these fishes it is
not too difficult as they are easily pleased.
Tank size is not important so long as it is
large enough for the fish not to be cramped. §
A 45cm by 25cm by 25cm tank would be [

would use fine gravel or smooth grained coarse sand with either
internal or external power filtration. Filtration is to a certain
degree a personal preference thing, but if an undergravel system is
your preferred choice, then I would recommend a slightly larger
tank, 60cm by 30cm by 30 cm, and larger sized gravel, the fine
gravel or sand would soon become clogged and ineffective. A
power head would be needed, either fitted to the undergravel filter
lift tube or as a separate unit; this is to provide a good flow around
the tank. Rineloricaria, as well as other genera, enjoy good water
movement; in their natural habitat they are found in fairly shallow
running water. They are very strong swimmers, but seem to
prefer to maneuver themselves around using their pectoral and
ventral fins.

Tank furnishings are something again that is a personal thing, but
these fish like to graze amongst leaf litter and on pieces of wood.
I have a breeding trio of what I believe to be Rineloricaria
hasemani, Isbrucker & Nijssen, 1979. Their tank is 45cm by
45cm by 45cm and is filtered by an internal power filter; the
substrate is a fifteen millimeter layer of smooth coarse sand, the
rest of the décor consists of three pieces of bog wood, two large
clumps of Java Fern and two thirty-five millimeter diameter
terracotta closed-off tubes. These tubes are normally used for
large outdoor plant displays, where they are inserted to the full
depth of the pot into the soil and filled with water, which then
slowly leeched into the soil.  Although not designed for the
aquatic trade, they make ideal breeding sites for Rineloricaria to
spawn in, or for that matter, any of the other smaller Ancistrine
cave spawners.

Feeding Rinelorcaria is not much of a problem because they will
eat almost anything. I read in many publications that these fish
are supposed to be vegetarian , but I have found that all the plants
that are in the tanks with my six species of Rineloricaria are

perfectly safe; for that matter, so is the algae that grows
everywhere. [ have tried the same experiment in all the tanks that
I house these fish in. In each tank I have placed tablets,
granulated food and algae wafers at the same time. The fish are
onto the tablet and granulated food almost straightaway, but with
the algae food it takes until the morning before it disappears. 1
firmly believe that most, if not all, species of Rineloricaria are
carrion and insectivorous, and the diet I give my fish consists of
frozen or fresh chopped mussels, frozen bloodworms, granulated
catfish pellets, tablets, chopped earthworm and, when available,
bloodworms.

Whenever | have tried feeding vegetable foods, such as cucumber
or couchette, these have been ignored and
needed to be removed. The fact that two
of the species are breeding tells me that
their diet is pretty much to their liking.

8= Sexing these fish, when freshly imported,
.4l can be a bit of a problem unless the fish

have arrived in really good condition, then
usually the males can be distinguished by the fact that they have
odontodes (bristles) on the side of the head and on the upper
surface of the pectoral fins. With some species the presence of
odontodes is less evident and other methods of sexing need to be
used. The first of these is the shape of the head when viewed
from above; the head of the male is wider and less pointed than the
female, but she is wider and plumper in the body. The second
area to look at is the pectoral and dorsal fin spine, which tend to be
a little thicker in the males.

Sometimes it is really potluck when buying so-called pairs,
especially if the fish are on the small side and immature. ~ So,
when I cannot be one hundred percent sure, I usually buy at least
four, two fat and two slim. Very scientific I know, but it often
works. Once the fish are settled and conditioned it will not be too
difficult to tell the sexes apart.

In the tank with my trio of Rineloricaria hasemani I have two of
the terracotta tubes and, after about a week, the male took up
residence in one of them. He would stay in there all the time , or
at least until the lights went out, and then he would come out and
forage for food. The two females, on the other hand, were always
out and about looking for food. Once a female had come into
breeding condition, she would join the male in the tube and the
two of them would stay in there for several hours, or if she was not
entirely happy, only a few minutes. A day or so later she would
join him again, only this time when she came out, the male could
be seen lying on top of a group of largish, possibly three
millimeters in diameter, greenish coloured eggs. The male
religiously sticks to his task of guarding the eggs for the following
ten or twelve days, during which time, as far as I could tell, he did
not eat. When the young started to hatch they were all eaten by
the male. So a month later they spawned again and I waited until
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day ten when I could see that the eggs were very dark and
nearing hatching, then removed the terracotta tube from the tank
and gently expelled the male, who shot out and hid amongst the
plants and bog wood. In fact, I never saw him for about six
days, and then one day he appeared taking up residence in the
other tube.

The tube with the eggs in it was placed in a shallow tank
containing water from the main spawning tank; a sponge filter
and an airstone created a fairly powerful water flow around the
tube with maximum oxygen content. The following day all the
fry had emerged from the eggs, looking exactly like tiny
miniatures of their parents. There were no signs of a yolk sac
like T see with newly hatched Corydoras, so I decided to put a
little food in the tank; this was in the form of two broken-up

sinking pellets and, by my return the next evening, the food was
gone. Tablet and catfish pellets form the basis of their diet, with a
little chopped mussel.

After the first month the fry have almost doubled in size because
of the amount of food they are getting and 25% water changes
which are made every day. I also have introduced a dozen or so
dried oak leaves to help with water conditioning and to give the
fry some cover, as there is no substrate in the tank; their
environment is quite bright, which is unnatural for them. By the
time they reach two months, they will be ready to move into a
larger growing on tank, making the hatching tank ready for the
next batch of fry, which will not be long in coming as the male is
now sitting on another batch of light green eggs.

MOPS AREN’T

JUST FOR FLOORS!

BY Gary Seifert

From time to time, the question comes up on how to make a
spawning mop. It is not difficult but some gruesome problems
can develop if you are not careful. First gather your materials:

1.— A Good Synthetic Yarn.

2.— A “White” Plastic Bucket.
3.— A Standard Notebook Binder.
4.— A Pair of Shears

The yarn must be of good quality, colorfast, synthetic yarn. My
preference is 100% Orlon which is sold by K-Mart as Wintuk O.
Natural yarns will not last in aquarium environments due to the
action of the bacteria and water, which will cause them to rot
away.

Preparing the yarn can be a real treat. Even though the yarns are
colorfast, they must be boiled to remove excess dyes.

Don’t just throw your entire skein into the water and expect your
dignity to remain intact. Envision a large sloppy mess of yarn
which will rival the Gordian Knot in complexity. Cut and tie
the mops before boiling. This is easily accomplished by
wrapping the yarn around a stiff school notebook binder. Don’t
skimp with the yarn—60 to 80 wraps will provide a nice full
mop. Cut the mop on the side and tie the strands in the middle.

Now the boiling. 1boil mine on a small camp stove far removed
from the kitchen. It’s not messy and it doesn’t smell, but my
wife still hasn’t forgiven me for past oversights. I think the
maggots in the cottage cheese box cost me kitchen privileges for
about 100 years. Anyway, bring the mops to a boil and leave
them for a few moments, then dump the water and all into a
white bucket. If the water is discolored, repeat the process.

The last batch I made was ready for use only after they had been
boiled six times. I then boiled them twice more for peace of
mind.

When you are done, you will have a supply of a very versatile
and cheap tool. They are a “must” for the killie fancier and
are handy for a bottom covering when spawning egg scatterers.
And if you are as handy with live plants as I am, they will add
a little color to a very drab fishroom.

Ed Note:  Gary Seifert is a Grand Master Breeder in the
YATFS program as well as a Past President of the
organization. I don’t know anyone who personally knows
Gary that has a bad word to say about him.

In updating his mop info, I’m sure if he were writing it today
he would agree with my additions because of new materials
available to us today. First, I would advise using Red Heart
brand acrylic yarn, preferably of a green or brown color
(darker colors make egg finding easier). This yarn really
doesn’t require boiling as the colors do not bleed, however, I
do boil them once to make sure there are no critters hiding in
the yarn.

Even pre-tied mops twist in boiling water, so I bring the pot to
a hard boil before tossing in the mops and remove them after a
couple minutes, or even less. I personally use a thin book of
perhaps 5 by 8 inches and wrap the yarn on the long
dimension. Holding the wraps on the top, I cut through the
mass on the bottom of the book. I then select a single strand,
hold a loop about 2 inches from the top and securely knot the
strand to hold it. Inserting a styro fishing bobber in the loop
and securing it with a rubber band completes my floating mop.
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The

PetAlert

I ndustryds Unified

ANONNATI

July 21, 2008
Vo iUS ¢. R. 6311

VE WILDLI FE |
HALT PET INDUSTRY

NVAS

Reprinted from “Tropic Tank Talk” / publication of the Greater Detroit Aquarium Society

The Issue:

PIJAC’s Marshall Meyers recently testified before the V.S. House
Subcommittee in Fisheries, Wildlife and Oceans concerning H.R.
6311, also known as the “Nonnative Wildlife Invasion Prevention
Act”. This legislation proposes the creation of a list of approved
nonnative species for import into the United States. H. R. 6311
would prohibit a person from possessing, selling, or offering to

sell, purchasing or bartering any nonnative wildlife species, or
viable eggs, not on the approved species list. Interstate
movement of animals already in the U. S. prior to this
“probation”: would also be banned.

The Impact:

H. R. 6311 is a broad bill offering numerous approaches to
controlling the introduction and establishment of nonnative species
into the U.S. Below is a brief synopsis of this legislation which
points out key parts of PIJAC’s testimony. We urge you to read
the text of H. R. 6311 as well as PIJAC’s testimony in their
entirety to fully grasp the impact of this legislation.

Bill Overview:

H. R. 6311 proposes using a risk assessment approach to generate
a list of nonnative wildlife species allowed to be imported into the
U. S. The bill would jointly create s second list of unapproved
species, which would include injurious wildlife species as well as
any species not listed on the approved list. “Nonnative Wildlife
Species” means “any species of animal that is not a native species,
whether or not raised in captivity, including any such species of
mammal, bird, fish, reptile, amphibian, insect, mollusk and
crustacean, arthropod, coelenterate or other invertebrate, and any
egg or offspring of these species”.

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) would be responsible
for conducting the risk assessments and compiling these proposed
lists. The Service would use a “likelihood” standard in assessing
the risk of a nonnative species to the economy, environment,
humans or other animals. However, the bill provides no
definition or criteria for this “likelihood” standard. FWS would
also accept public proposals of species to be added to the list(s),
and then create a finalized list of approved species and publish it
no later than 36 months following enactment of this bill.

Any person found in violation of this act would be subject to civil
and criminal penalties under the existing Lacy Act
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PIJAC’s Testimony:

From PIJAC’s perspective, this legislation could potentially
shut down the pet industry. PIJAC’s Marshall Meyers’
testimony before the House Subcommittee of Fisheries,
Wildlife and Oceans disputed the proposed risk assessment
process and suggested that a risk analysis would be more
effective, as it would encompass risk assessment standards as
well as management factors. The testimony stated that H. R.
6311 be redrafted to include the definitions adopted under the
Convention of Biological Diversity ( and supported by the
U.S.), in which the “risk analysis refers to: 1) the likelihood
of establishment of an alien species using science-based
information (i.e., risk assessment), and 2) the identification of
measures that can be implemented to reduce or manage these
risks (i.e., risk management), taking into account
socioeconomic and cultural considerations.

PIJAC also suggested that the screening system submitted in
the 2001 National Invasive Species Management Plan be
considered. In the first phase of the process, relevant Federal
agencies would work with stakeholders to screen species
proposed for first-time imports into the U. S. Three years
later, the second phase would broaden the approach for the
systematic screening of species already in trade. This
approach, Meyers testified, would not disrupt the trade of
thousands of species (imported as well as captive-raised in
the U.S.) that have been commonly traded for decades.
PIJAC encouraged members of Congress to review the
National Invasive Species Management Plan, and meet with
NISC Policy Liaisons and original members of the Invasive
Species Advisory Committee (ISAC) in order to garner a
better understanding of the process already agreed to by
Federal agencies and stakeholders—such as the lack of
scientific data, staff capacity, and economic implications.

The testimony also proposed establishing a “catalog” of
organisms in bide as set forth some time ago through the
National Aquatic Invasive Species Act (NAISA).  Any
species not appearing on that list would be subject to a
screening process as a first-time introduction ( as mentioned
in the previous paragraph), and the screening process would
evaluate the “possibility of undesirable impacts”.

PIJAC also finds the time frame set forth in this bill to be
unrealistic. The bill proposes a three year period for
constructing the list, including conducting risk assessment for
each questionable species.
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each questionable species. History has demonstrated that
agencies are often unable to comply with such mandated time
frames, and to date, FWS has required an average of four years to
accomplish such a process for a single species proposed for
injurious wildlife listing. PIJAC also testified that in order to
stay within these time limitations, more human and financial
resources would be needed to effectively implement this
project—both of which have not been made available in the past.
Until the government is willing to invest additional manpower
and money into these programs there is no way they will succeed,
and definitely not within this short time frame.

Recommended Action:
Essentially this legislation seeks to prevent entry of any species
into the U. S. that:
* Is not native to the United States
* Is non-native to the U.S. and could likely establish
Itself in the U. S.; or
* Could carry viruses, bacteria or parasites that would
be able to establish themselves in the U.S.

PIJAC suggested that the bill, as currently crafted, sets the U. S.
Fish and Wildlife Service up for failure. The suggested

approach is one that defies practical implementation, and
demands exorbitant resources. As proposed, H. R. 6311 would
not provide the public with the beneficial results to which it
aspires. The measure demands the nearly impossible task of
conducting thousands of scientifically valid risk assessments in
a short time-frame, and presumes that all species subject to
these assessments shall be prohibited pending a contrary
finding, even though no evidence of adverse impact exists.
Unlike a risk analysis, a risk assessment does not explicitly
account for socio-economic and cultural considerations. As
Meyers’ testimony reiterated, this bill assigns such as
impossible task to an agency lacking enough resources for the
job, and holds hostage several vital sectors of a challenged
economy .

Again, we urge you to read H. R. 6311 in its’ entirety, as well as
Mr. Myers’ testimony, both of which can be found on the
PIJAC website, www.pijac.org on the “Breaking News” page.
If you have further questions concerning this legislation, please
contact PIJAC’s Marshall Meyers by phone at 202-452-1525 or
by e-mail at mmeyers@pijac.org.

THE GOLD GOURAMI (Trichogaster trichopterus)

By Kim Marie Rodbourn

About mid-summer I purchased three young Gold
gouramies ( 1 male and 2 females) from a local fish store.
I put them in a 55-gallon community tank, and in August I
felt they were old enough to breed, so I began live food
conditioning with black worms (m the rest of the tank
loved this too!)

At this time I set up a 10-gallon tank
with a sponge filter, a large Java fern
tied to a ceramic ornament, and a
floating water sprite plant. The Ph
was 7.1 and the temperature kept at 78
degrees F.

On Monday, September 1st, I decided
that on the weekend would make the
move to the 10 gallon tank, as one of the females looked
full of eggs.  But they had other plans because on
Tuesday, September 2nd, I went to feed the tank and all
the fish were at one end, and the male gourami was at the
other with one big bubble nest ( but no eggs). So I moved
the female to the 10, and about an hour later I moved the
male in also. He saw her and started his nest ( bubbled his

Little heart out!). Te next morning we had eggs and he was busy,
so [ removed the female.

Over the next three days I watched the eggs become fry, and the
fry begin to free swim. I removed the male on day two for fear
he would get tired, forget his job and begin to
eat the young. On day four or five, I began
feeding Golden Pearls ( 50-100MM size), and
two weeks later the 100-200 MM size. By the
fifth week I began adding finely ground flake
food (Ken’s Vitamin Booster).

By week six, [ saw a big difference in the fry, so
. I pulled the larger ones out and into an already
established twenty gallon tank with some small
¥ Corydoras in it also. I observed at least three
. different rates of growth in this spawn.

I feel I had a pretty good survival rate as I now have between
sixty and seventy-five babies to find homes for.
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WORSE THAN CONVICTS!

By Curt Smith / YATFS

As much as [ hate to admit it, I’'m not the huge success with my
South American annuals as [ was a few years ago. Maybe
because I’'m not putting as much effort into it or, perhaps my
water parameters has changed somewhat. I still keep them alive
but they don’t spawn like they once did. = Therefore, at a
WAKIJO show a couple years ago, when Mogen Juhl was the
featured speaker, I decided to buy a few “mop spawners” so I had
something to put in my empty tanks. It just so happened that
Mogen brought three pairs of Aphyosemion striatum Moyoko
with him from Europe, so I opted to make them one of my
choices. My buddies Tom and Don bought the other two pairs
so we had them all. However, they quickly lost their pairs and I
was left with the only surviving pair
from that auction.

This species has the typical striatum red
horizontal stripes but where others have
a primary blue background, these show
a greenish sheen. To my pleasure they
started spawning immediately (And S
haven’t stopped since!). To my &
admittedly limited knowledge, I think
all the fish of this species presently in
the USA came from this one pair.
Within a year I had pretty much flooded
the market in my surrounding area and
others who bought the first few pairs
were selling and trading as well. It got to the point where
everyone who ever wanted this species now had them and they
were becoming impossible to sell, trade or give away, so I pulled
the mops in their tank to try and limit the flood of Moyoko in my
basement, but they spawned just as well and just as fast without
mops.

With my annuals, whenever I need some Java moss for another
tank I just pull some from an overgrown tank and toss it in the
tank needing cover. Big mistake with Moyoko! I wasn’t
thinking about the problems egg-laden Java moss would later
cause me and soon, perhaps a fifth of the hundred tanks on my
racks, contained some Moyoko. I later transferred all the
Moyoko I could find into an over-crowded 20-gallon tank, but a
couple weeks later the 10’s were full of Moyoko fry again. This
was getting ridiculous!

Meanwhile the demand for the species had dropped to the point
where I could not sell them for one dollar a bag at the midwest
killie shows. I gave all I could away to friends, and even
enemies, but that didn't make a dent in them. At the auctions
they were left in my styro at the box sales and donated to the
hosting club for their auction, often bringing $2 a bag.

At the same auction I also mistakenly purchased a bag of
Aphyosemion striatum Lambarene. I wasn’t paying much
attention when the auctioneer announced a bag of striatum and I
put up my hand. Oh well, no one has ever accused fish keepers
of being smart! This species is also easy to spawn but not

nearly as prolific as Moyoko are. My only problem with this
species is that so many others have them in my area that there is
not much of a market for them either.

Getting back to the Moyoko, I decided once again to try and
corral them all into a couple of 20’s so I had the 10’s to grow out
my South American annual fry. I do learn eventually although
it often takes me a little longer than most other folks. This time
after I netted the scoundrels and dumped them in the two over-
crowded 20’s I also threw away all the Java moss and Java fern
from the tanks I evicted them from. I got my fingers crossed and
hope I don’t see fry swimming out of the tank crevices!

When [ next see Mogen I’ll have to tell him about my
experiences. I think we can still
remain friends, that is, unless he
laughs at my misfortune. I’'m too old
to slug him so I’ll really try to stay
killie comrades.

For those of you who haven’t yet met
Mogen Juhl, he is an European
collector of fish from Africa and an
expert breeder, particularly of difficult
Aphyosemions such as Joergensheeli.
He speaks occasionally in North
America and you don’t want to miss an
opportunity to hear him and see his
superior slides of fish.

I have heard hobbyists say that convict cichlids will spawn even
if the male is in the attic and the female in the basement. I
haven’t tried that with the Moyoko yet but I sure wouldn’t be
surprised!  After all is said and done and having evaluated my
frustrating experiences with this species I consider them as much
of an aquarium pest as convicts, duckweed and Malaysian snails!

ASK ME FIRST
Curt Smith

I recently had some problems with a plant order I ordered online
and the result was some plants were mushy on arrival, some
severely undersized and some of a variety I definitely did not
order. When I complained, they got nasty and accused me of
being nasty too. They try to get you to pay for overnight
delivery, which effectively doubles your cost, and, even so, a few
days in the mail should not have cause the deterioration I
experienced. Also so I ordered on a Saturday and didn't get
shipped until the following Thursday, so they probably sat boxed
during that entire period., and then, two day shipping turned into
four as FedEx doesn't deliver on weekends

So, if you plan to mail order plants from someone remote from
us, please talk to me first and I’ll explain so that you don’t suffer
the same problems that I did

Page 15 YATFS AQUARIST / JAN-FEB 2009



JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2009

YOUNGSTOWN AQUARIST

My Experiences with

Synodontis petricola e v

By David Ayres / YATFS

To my mind, this is one of the prettiest catfish from Lake
Tanganyika, and is an interesting addition to any collection of
cichlids from that lake. The head and body of this fish has a
brownish cast to it, upon which are numerous irregularly shaped
rounded spots. These spots, black in color, tend to be much
smaller on the head and snout. The fins are black with white
edging. Synodontis petricola reaches a maximum length of four
and a half inches.

In conversation with Ad Konings, He told me that, in the wild,
they likely live on a diet of snails and other small crustaceans.
This fit in well with my feeding program. I feed frozen adult
brine shrimp and frozen bloodworms along with a meaty flake
food. Occasionally, I get hold of some live blackworms, which
they seem particularly fond of, and which brings them quickly
into spawning condition. I had assumed that S. petricola were
found in large numbers over a sandy substrate. [ was wrong on
both counts! Ad said that he has never seen more than six
together at any one time, and that they live amongst the rocks, in
fact, petricola means “a dweller among rocks”.

Adult specimens are rarely available and, when they are, they are
expensive. Be prepared to shell out some serious cash! I
maintained six one inch youngsters in a twenty gallon high, with
a fine sand substrate and a large piece of driftwood that provided
them with plenty of hiding places, and a good sense of security.
Floating plastic plants were added to cut down on the amount of
overhead light that the tank received. = This catfish is slow
growing—I had three years invested in them before they reached
adult size and serious breeding attempts could begin.

The group was transferred to a fifteen gallon aquarium, along
with the driftwood and floating plants. It has been well
documented that S. petricola can be coaxed to spawn over a bed
of smooth stones, or better yet, marbles that act to trap the eggs
and keep them from being eaten. I took a six inch clay saucer
( found in the garden department next to flower pots), and filled it
with marbles. I then cut a one inch by one inch notch in the lip
of a second saucer and inverted it over the first one. What you
end up with looks like a clam shell, with an opening in the side
for the breeders to enter.

It didn't take long for the group to settle in to their new quarters
and find the spawning cave. Sexing the fish is pretty easy as
they reach spawning condition, the females are the nice and
plump ones, while the males are the lean and skinny ones. Not
very scientific, but it works for me. By observing the activity
around the cave, and noticing how the females became much
skinnier, you can tell when the fish are spawning. Once that you
have eggs, you need to get them out of the breeding set up and
into a separate hatching container.

My first couple attempts to raise S. petrricola were miserable
failures. I transferred the eggs to a five-gallon tank, where I
watched them hatch, and whilst waiting for them to become
free-swimming, [ watched them perish. What was 1 doing
wrong?!! By talking to people at the club, the general
consensus was that the fry were starving to death

For my next
attempt, [ took a
plastic  container
4 (9” by 12”7 - one
gallon) and filled it
with 75 degree F.
1 water from the

breeding tank. I
added some live plants, some sponge filter squeezings and a
fresh batch of eggs. Three days later, in went some ramshorn
snails. Art day seven I began to feed microworms and finely
powdered fry food. By day thirteen the fry could be seen
actively feeding on live baby brine shrimp. After a month, I
transferred them, to a ten gallon tank without any losses. At
this stage, crushed flake food (Pre-soaked) is eaten with great
gusto and you should be out of the woods.

To sum up, here are my tips learnt the hard way:

#1— Place the eggs in an environment that contains
microscopic food.

#2- The eggs and larvae are very difficult to see the
first ten days. Have faith, don’t give up.

#3- Don’t overfeed! I use an eyedropper to feed a
solution of powdered fry food, also helpful
with baby brine shrimp.

#4- 1 believe that this fish emits a growth inhibiting
substance—If you want to see them grow
faster, separate them into smaller batches

Ed Note: Dave Ayres is a charter member of YATFS and a
long time very successful spawner of tropical fish. This
species is a target in our club and should put Dave pretty near
the Grand Master breeding category.

Dave was one of the very first breeders of Julidochromis
ornatus and Tropheus duboisei in our general area, if not in
the entire United States. I once saw his Red Terror that lived
for twenty-two years. He is now more interested in catfish,
and I am quite sure he will be very successful with them as
well.
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WHAT A DEAL!!

WON’T YOU CONSIDER JOINING?

YATFS (Youngstown Area Tropical Fish Society) offers a wide range of programs and events to
satisfy the needs of almost every aquatic hobbyist, from the single community tank enthusiasts to the
multi-tank breeder, as well as those who desire to show their fish. Check this out!

Regular Monthly Meetings Feature:

* Twice -yearly Bowl Shows with awards.

* Manufacturer’s Donated Supplies in Raffles.

%

Programs by Hobby Experts on Some Phase of the Hobby.

*

Refreshments

* Chat with Fellow Members about Problems and Successes.

Annual Spring and Fall Auctions:
* You can Sell your Excess Fish, Plants, Equipment and Food.
* You can buy Fish, Plants, Equipment and Food.
*50 /50 Drawings during Auction.
* Food and Drink for Sale at Auctions

* Various Raffles

National Recognized Magazine Every Two Months:

* Interesting Reading on Various Facets of Hobby.

Pet Shop Discounts:
* Many Local Pet Shops Give a 10% Discount to Members.

Either walk into a meeting or phone, e-mail or post Pam for Information. (You are invited to attend
two meetings before making a decision on membership.

Pam Sundin YATFS
pisS8@att.net P.O. Box 5190
330-270-5998 Youngstown, OH 44514



YATFS
P.O. Box 5190
Youngstown, OH
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MAIL
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